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CONPIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3050 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PDIP, SHUM, US, NU 

SUBJECT: NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT PROTESTS ISSUANCE OP EMBASSY 
STATEMENT ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE AND BANS ITS RELEASE 

REF: (A) STATE 148790 (NOTAL, (B) MANAGUA 3027 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY ISSUED PRESS RELEASE JUNE 26 CLARIPYING U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO NICARAGUA, PER 
REFTEL. PONMIN SUMMONED CHARGE JUNE 27 TO PROTEST ISSUANCE OP 
THAT RELEASE, WHICH GON PELT CONSTITUTED INTERVENTION IN DOMESTIC 
APFAIRS, AND SAID THAT GON HAD BANNED USE OP PRESS RELEASE BY 
LOCAL MEDIA. PONMIN SAID NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR WOULD LODGE PAR AT JET, 
PORTEST IN WASHINGTON. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) THAT DEPARTMENT 
INPORM NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR THAT EMBASSY ACTED UNDER DEPARTMENT’S 
INSTRUCTION, AND (B) THAT DEPARTMENT PROTESTS NICARAGUA'S CENSOR- 
SHIP OF LOCAL MEDIA USAGE OP THAT RELEASE. END SUMMARY. 
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1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTEL, EMBASSY PREPARED SPANISH VERSION 
OP DEPARTMENT- AUTHORIZED STATEMENT ON BACKGROUND OF U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL 

CONSIDERATION OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE POR NICARAGUA, INCLUDING THE 
DEPARTMENT'S CONDITIONING OF ACTUAL DISBURSEMENTS OF SUCH ASSISTANCE 
UPON SATISFACTORY IMPROVEMENTS IN NICARAGUA'S HUMAN RIGHTS PER- 
PORMANCE. THAT VERSION (COPY POUCHED TO ARA/CEN) WAS DISTRIBUTED 
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TO LOCAL MEDIA IN FORM OF AN EMBASSY PRESS RELEASE ON SUNDAY 
EVENING, JUNE 26, FOR US BY MEDIA TODAY, JUNE 27. 

2. WE NOTED THIS MORNING THAT SOMOZA-FAMILY OWNED NOVEDADES NEWS- 
PAPER DID NOT REPORT THE PRESSS RELEASE AND THAT ONLY ONE RADIO 
STATION WAS HEARD TO REFER TO IT OBLIQUELY. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER MONTIEL SUMMONED CHARGE TO MEET WITH HIM AT 
SHORTLY BEFORE NOON TODAY. CHARGE WENT, ACCOMPANIED BY ECONOFF 
JAY FRERES (NEXT SENIOR FSO AT EMBASY). MONTIEL SAID THAT THE PRESS 
RELEASE AND ITS ISSUANCE WAS DISTURBING TO HIS GOVERNMENT, THAT IT 
WAS NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE GOOD RELATIONS THAT EXIST BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. HE INDICATED THAT HE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTION TO 
PROTEST THAT THE COMMUNIQUE'S ISSUANCE CONSTITUTED "INTERVENTION" 

IN NICARAGUA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND COULD CAUSE "DISQUIET" 

(INQUIETUD) AMONG NICARAGUANS AS TO THE STATE OF BILATERAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. MOREOVER, HE NOTED THAT THE PRESS RE- 
LEASE MIGHT BE USED BY OPPOSITION ELEMENTS TO EMBARRASS THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND ITS ISSUANCE WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN NICARAGUA. 

4. MONTIEL SAID THAT HE WAS ALSO INSTRUCTING AMBASSADOR SEVILLA 
SACASA IN WASHINGTON TO LODGE A PROTEST WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

5. MONTIEL CONCENTRATED ON PARAGRAPH TWO OF THE PRESS RELEASE 
(PARA 3 REFTEL A), WHICH HE OPINED REFLECTED A DISTURBUING "POLICY " 
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ON THE PART OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. HE SAID HE IS NOT BOTHERED BY 
THE INTERNAL MANEUVERINGS BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE DEPARMTNET OVER 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR NICARAGUA. HOWEVER, HE WENT ON, THE GON COULD 
ONLY VIEW THE ISSUANCE IN NICARAGUA OF A PRESS RELEASE EXPALING 
SUCH MANEUEVERINGS AS IMPROPER INTERVENTION. 

6. MOREOVER, MONTIEL ADDED, THE GON HAS ORDERED LOCAL MEDIA NOT 
TO USE THE COMMUNIQUE. 

7. CHARGE TOLD MONTIEL THAT THE EMBASSY'S RELEASE OF THE COMMUNIQUE 
WAS BASED ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND THAT THE FACTS 
AS STATED IN THE PRESS RELEASE ACCURATELY REFLECTED THE DEPARTMENT'S 
POSITION VIS-A-VIS CONGRESS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR NICARAGUA. 

HE ASKED MONTEIL WHETHER THE GON INDEED DENIES TO THIS EMBASSY THE 
RIGHT TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO NICARAGUAN MEDIA AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
ABOUT THE U.S. LEGISLATIVE PROCESS INVOLVING ASSISTANCE TO NICARAGUA. 
MONTIEL RESPONDED BY REPEATING THE PROTEST AND INDICATING THAT A 
PARALLEL PROTEST WILL BE LODGE IN WASHINGTON. 

8. COMMENT: THE METING TOOK PLACE IN A CORDIAL, IF SOMEWHAT 
STRAINED, ATMOSPHERE. MONTIEL LOOKED AS THOUGH HE WERE PAINED TO 
HAVE TO BRING UP THE MATTER. HE EVEN SWITCHED TO ANOTHER, UNRELATED 
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MATTER, AS IF TO SHOW THAT NO HARD FEELINGS EXIST. CHARGE DID NOT 
TELL MONTIEL THAT EMBASSY HAD SOUGHT INSTRUCTION RE ISSUANCE OF 
PRESS RELEASE TO SET STRAIGHT THE RECORD WHICH GON HAD DISTORTED 
IN ITS PRESS RELEASE LAST WEEK (MANAGUA 3027). MONTIEL'S COMMENT 
ABOUT DEPARTMENT'S "POLICY" REFLECTS WIDESPREAD VIEW IN GON 
CIRCLES THAT STATE DEPARTMENT IS TRADITONALLY UNFRIENDLY TO SOMOZA 
REGIME. ALTHUGH NOT STATED, IT WAS CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT SOMOZA HAD 
INSTRUCTED THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO TRANSMIT TO US THE GON'S REACTION 
TO THE PRESS RELEASE. 

9. ACTION REQUESTED (1) REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT INFORM AMBASSADOR 
SEVILLA THAT EMBASSY DISTRIBUTION OF PRESS RLEASE WAS BASED ON 
DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS. 
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(2) REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDER LODGING PROTEST WITH SEVILLA 
OVER USE OF STATE OF SIEGE (IN EFFECT HERE SINCE DECEMBER 1974 AS 
MECHANISM FOR COMBATTING TERRORISM) TO PREVENT PUBLICATION OF 
EMBASSY PRESS RELEASE. 

RUBENSTEIN 
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